
 

Friends of the Hidden Garden Steps 

If the Hidden Garden Steps (HGS) site is 
looking a little less complete than usual 
these days, it’s because it is. A broken 
retaining wall and an entire flight of con-
crete steps at the top of the site (16th 
Avenue, between 
Kirkham and 
Lawton streets in 
San Francisco’s 
Inner Sunset Dis-
trict) were re-
moved in Decem-
ber by a San Fran-
cisco Department 
of Public Works 
(DPW) crew, and 
replacement of the 
wall and steps is 
imminent.  
  
“Estimated con-
struction costs are 
$120,000, and it is 
paid for through 
the 2011 Street 
Improvement 
Bond,” Alex Murillo from the DPW Office 
of Communications and Public Affairs 

confirmed this week.  Completion of this 
stage of the HGS project in February 
2013 lays the foundations for installa-
tion of the mosaic. One other major 
initiative—erosion control efforts—
remains to be completed by DPW  
before the mosaic can be installed; DPW 
staff is currently working on a solution 
to the existing erosion control efforts. 

 
(continued on page 2) 

Community Tile Workshop: 
Neighbors Help Artists 
Create Mosaics for the Stairs 

December 2012/January 2013 E-Newsletter 

Calendar: 
 February 2, 10-11:30 a.m. 

Monthly Organizing Committee meeting 
 Monthly Clean-Ups:  
 Cancelled due to City repairs on the stairs 
 March 23, 1-5 p.m. 

Drop-in Mosaic Workshop—Indoors. Come 
and help create the tile steps.  
St. John of God, 1290 5th Ave (between 
Hugo and Irving Streets) 

 
Laying the Foundation: 
The City Begins Repairs 
on the Stairs 
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Hands met tiles on Saturday, December 1 
when 35 HGS supporters worked with 
project artists Aileen Barr and Colette 
Crutcher to build several small sections of 
the 148-step mosaic-in-progress. 
 

The first of three free public workshops, 
designed to engage the community in 
helping lay pieces of tile into the overall 
pattern designed by the artists, attracted 
supporters of all ages to the meeting  
room at Christ Church Lutheran in San 
Francisco’s Sunset District. 
 

“We had a 
really great 
group of peo-
ple and we got 
a lot of mosaic 
done. It was 
high quality, 
and it looked 
like everybody 
was really hav-
ing a good 
time,“ Barr 
said. “We had 
a good turnout 
and everybody had fun,” Crutcher agreed. 
“It’s looking very good. I’m encouraged.” 
 

There were some wonderfully unexpected 
moments. When organizing committee 
member Judy Goddess sat down to work 
on one of the elements, she was pleas-
antly surprised to discover that it was the  
one her husband, Rufus, had purchased a 
year ago at a Hidden Garden Steps fund-
raising event; Rufus, arriving onsite a few  

(continued on page 2) 

HGS Co-Chair Doubles as  
Roadside Assistance Specialist 

When City workers turned the ignition key on 
one piece of heavy equipment, they  were 
dismayed to find that it had a dead battery. 
Enter HGS Project Co-Chair Liz McLoughlin. She 
immediately came to the rescue with her own 
set of jumper cables and gave the project a 
different kind of boost. McLoughlin got the 
crew working without  loss  of time and with 
the kudos of the entire crew. 

December 1. 2012 Community 
Tile  Workshop 



 

San Francisco District 7 Supervisor Sean  
Elsbernd finished up his term of office this 
month with yet another gift to our community: 
$7,415.09 in City/County funds to cover the cost 
of City/County fees for the Hidden Garden Steps 
project. 
 

“Each supervisor has $100,000 for capital or 
construction projects in their district. This is the 
perfect project for this fund,” Elsbernd said dur-
ing a brief phone interview. “I look forward to 
enjoying the steps soon.” Support for the Steps 
has been consistently strong from Supervisor 
Elsbernd and his legislative assistants, Alexander Volberding and Olivia 
Scanlon. Volberding, for example, has consistently helped bring Steps 
organizers together with City/County colleagues to explore solutions to 
onsite challenges including the structural repairs that are underway on the 
Steps (please see related story in this newsletter) and still-to-be-resolved 
erosion-control challenges. Scanlon has been tremendously supportive in 
making arrangements for the payment of fees. 
 
Updates regarding public hearings on the project applications will be included in 
upcoming editions of the Friends of the Hidden Garden Steps newsletter.  

Supervisor Sean Elsbernd Designates His Final Gift 
to the Hidden Garden Steps 

The current phase—replacement of the damaged 
steps and broken wall—provides another example 
of the level of community collaborations involved 
in bringing the Steps project to completion. DPW 
staff, Steps volunteers, former City/County 
Supervisor Sean Elsbernd and his staff, and many 
others worked together for nearly 18 months to 
build the support and find the funds needed for the 
current repairs. And the enthusiasm the efforts 
produced is obvious. 

 “When I first saw the project, I thought it was a 
beautiful area with an outstanding view that the 
public could take advantage of,” DPW Building and 
Grounds Maintenance Superintendent William 
Pressas said recently. “I think it’s a wonderful Idea. 
I’d love to see more of it in the city, and I was  
impressed with the public involvement, and with 
your enthusiasm as a group. 
 
“This sort of thing isn’t of a normal aspect of things 
we do; we’re involved in so much general construc-
tion. Being involved with the public is a great thing, 
and I’d like to be seeing more of it. You can’t have 
enough public involvement as far as I’m con-
cerned,” he added. 
 
Monthly clean-ups and onsite plantings are scheduled to 
resume on the second Saturday of each month, from 1-3 
pm, in March 2013.  For more information, please  
contact us at hiddengardensteps@gmail.com. 
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Our deep appreciation and thanks to the Friends of the Hidden Garden 
Steps for helping to transform our community one step at a time   
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 (continued from page 1) 

E-Newsletter Production: 
Newsletter Writers:  

Arlene Silverman  & Paul Signorelli      
Editors/Newsletter Layout: 
Paul Signorelli & Licia Wells                                                                            

Sean Elsbernd, outgoing  
Supervisor for District 7 

Community Tile Workshop 
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minutes later, joined her to add to the 
decorative background that surrounds the 
piece. 
 
Public participation in the creation of the 
mosaic continued the following weekend 
when Aileen Barr worked with attendees at 
the Inner Sunset Farmers Market (in the 
parking lot behind Wells Fargo on 9th  
Avenue, near Irving Street) and the Inner 
Sunset Sundays street fair on Sunday,  
December 9. There are opportunities to 
assist the artists in their studios. For further information, please contact 
project organizers at hiddengardensteps@gmail.com. 
 
More onsite activities are being scheduled at the market, and the next drop-in 
workshop has been scheduled for Saturday, March 23, 2013 from 1 – 5 pm at the 
St. John of God community hall, 1290 5th Avenue, in San Francisco’s Inner Sunset 
District.  

To-scale drawing of  the HGS design 
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