
 

Friends of the Hidden Garden Steps 

A unique free sneak preview of the Hidden Garden Steps ce-
ramic-tile mosaic—a landmark community art project in pro-
gress—will be held on Saturday, July 20, 2013 in St. John of 
God’s community meeting hall 
(corner of 5th Avenue and Irving 
Street) in San Francisco’s Inner 
Sunset District from 1 – 5 pm. 
 
The drop-in event, which marks 
one of the final opportunities to 
add names and inscriptions to this 
permanent artwork before tile 
sales stop after July 31, will also 
feature an opportunity to see art-
ists Aileen Barr and Colette 
Crutcher producing an entire ele-
ment of the mosaic and adding 
new donors’ names as those do-
nors make their contributions. 
 
 “We are planning on having 
a table where we can do a mosaic 
demonstration and another table 
where we can have a tile-making demonstration. People can 
see the process of how we roll the clay, carve, decorate, and 
apply the lettering. The completed risers, 3/4 of the total, will 
be laid out in sequence on the floor for people to look at,“ 
Barr noted. 
 
“The blue daisy is an element we are about to begin making. It 
can accommodate at least 20 to 30 names. We will make the 
whole thing [before the preview] and take it, as raw clay, to  
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Calendar: 
 July Monthly Clean-up:  
 Saturday, July 13, 1-3 pm, on the Steps 
 
 Preview the Mosaic/Buy a Tile (sales end July 31, 2013)  
 Saturday, July 20, 1-5 pm, St. John of God (5th Avenue & Irving) 
 
 Steps Organizing Committee Meeting 
 Saturday, August  3, 10-11:30 am 

Hidden Garden Steps: Mosaic Sneak Preview July 20, 1-5 pm 
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Detail of passion flower ele-
ment, with salamander’s tail 

visible to left; the offset area of 
the tail marks where the Steps 

curve to the left 

the event, with the goal of filling it with names of new $150 do-
nors,” Crutcher explained. “They can watch their names be 
stamped in, or stamp it themselves, and we will have a running 

countdown of how close we are to 
filling it up. For $350, we'll give them a 
larger tile and they can watch us put a 
bug or butterfly on it—whatever they 
want!” 
 
The 148-step mosaic—the second to 
be created by Barr and Crutcher for 
installation in the Inner Sunset Dis-
trict—is expected to be finished by the 
end of September and installed some-
time between October 2013 and spring 
2014, after other onsite preparation is 
completed.  
 

“There’s been tremendous support for the art in the neighbor-
hood, so we are looking forward to previewing the design for 
the people who have really made this landmark art project hap-
pen,” Crutcher said. 
 
The design is the artists’ most ambitious to date, consisting of 
more than 20 large-scale elements that encompass multiple 
stair steps.  The project’s largest element—a salamander—will 
extend up 26 steps and playfully accentuate the curved struc-
ture of the staircase. The artists’ design includes opportunities 
for individuals to have their names permanently inscribed in the 
mosaic through small individual tiles that are incorporated into 
the overall pattern that will be installed on the Steps site. 
 
(A viewing platform will also be installed onsite by the City/
County of San Francisco to highlight enhanced views created 
through tree-trimming services donated by a local firm, and on-
site erosion-control efforts are currently underway thanks to 
San Francisco Department of Public Works employees.) 
 
For more information about the project and the preview, 
please visit the project website at http://
hiddengardensteps.org or contact organizing committee mem-
bers at hiddengardensteps@gmail.com. 

http://hiddengardensteps.org
http://hiddengardensteps.org


One of the most ambitious subsidiary elements of the Hidden Garden Steps project involves stabilizing sections of the surrounding 
hill, where shifting soil has clogged drainage gutters for decades. 
 
San Francisco Department of Public Works staff  resumed work in early July to install retaining walls to hold the shifting soil. Com-
pletion of this project along significant stretches of the hill on 16th Avenue between Kirkham and Lawton streets paves the way for 
permanent installation of 148-step Hidden Garden Steps ceramic-tile mosaic and additional planting of gardens. 

Holding Up the Hill: Erosion-Control Retaining Walls 
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Thanks for helping us honor firefighters on the 
Steps; campaign successfully concluded in May: 
http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/an-artistic-

thanks-to-firefighters  
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Tiles Sales End July 31, 2013 
 

Opportunities to have names and inscriptions added perma-
nently to the 148-step Hidden Garden Steps ceramic-tile mosaic 
are about to end. Sales of tiles will officially conclude at close of 
business on July 31, 2013 so artists Aileen Barr and Colette 
Crutcher can finish the remaining portions of the mosaic; dona-
tions in support of other parts of the project will continue to be 
gratefully accepted through our fiscal agent, the San Francisco 
Parks Alliance. 
 
“We consistently hear from people who were disappointed that 
they weren’t able to have their names and inscriptions added 
to that gorgeous ceramic-tile mosaic on Moraga Street, be-
tween 15th and 16th avenues,” organizing committee co-chair 
Paul Signorelli noted. “We’re hoping that anyone who is inter-
ested in not missing this second chance to be part of a wonder-
ful volunteer-driven community-based art project will join us 
before that new deadline passes.” 

Interested volunteers are welcome to join us for our next on-
site monthly clean-up, to be held on Saturday, July 13, from 1—
3 pm on the Hidden Garden Steps (16th Avenue, between Kirk-
ham and Lawton streets).  
 
Donations of succulents and California native plants are wel-
come and will be added to the gardens during the July 13 gath-
ering.  
 
Onsite work will include planting, sweeping the steps, removing 
any graffiti that has been added to the site, and other routine 
work to continue preparing the site for installation of the ce-
ramic-tile mosaic that is currently being completed by artists 
Aileen Barr and Colette Crutcher. For more information, please 
contact us at hiddengardensteps@gmail.com. 

Monthly Clean-up on Saturday, July 13: 
Plant Donations Welcome 
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