
 

Friends of the Hidden Garden Steps 

Would you like to help make the mosaic 
design for the Hidden Garden Steps? Join 
us at our community tile workshop on 
March 23rd. 
 
Absolutely no 
experience is 
required. We 
promise. It’s 
fun, free, and 
easy to do—
and, according 
to community 
members who 
participated in 
our December 
workshop—
incredibly ad-
dicting!  Food and refreshments will be 
provided.  
 
The workshop will take place on Satur-
day, March 23, 2013 from 1 – 5 pm inside 
the St. John of God community hall lo-
cated at 1290 5th Avenue in San Fran-
cisco’s Inner Sunset District.  The work-
shop is drop in, so you participate for as 
long or as little as you are available.  We 
hope to see you there. 

City Stepping in to Make Needed Repairs:  
An Almost-Time-Lapse Photo Album  

March 2013 E-Newsletter 

Calendar: 
 March Monthly Clean-up:  
 Cancelled due to City repairs on the Steps 
 
 March 23, 1-5 p.m. 

Drop-in Mosaic Workshop—Indoors. Come 
and help create the tile steps.  
St. John of God, 1290 5th Ave (between 
Hugo and Irving Streets) 

Help Us Create the  
Hidden Garden Steps:  
Tile Workshop on March 23, 2013 

A Project of San Francisco Parks Alliance & a Department of Public Works Street Parks Partner  
Hidden Garden Steps c/o San Francisco Parks Alliance, 451 Hayes Street,  2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94102  

(415) 621-3260     hiddengardensteps.org 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We’re Nearly There! 
 
Time is growing short to join us in creat-
ing a new lasting landmark public art 

space in our commu-
nity.  
 
We hope you’ll con-
sider purchasing a 
tile—and encourage 
your friends to do the 
same.  
 
Sales of the tiles are 
continuing to move 
quickly; please don’t 
miss this opportunity 

to have a permanent presence on the 
Steps and be part of this community-
based volunteer-driven project. 
 
For more information, please visit our 
website: 
   http://hiddengardensteps.org 
or contact us at  
hiddengardensteps@gmail.com 

December 2012 Workshop 



 

Perhaps it was only a matter of time before Greg Hunter became a sup-
porter of the Hidden Garden Steps. After all, he has been an administrator 
with our prestigious neighbor, the University of California San Francisco 
(UCSF), for 10 years. He also happens to work out with Hidden Garden 
Steps organizing committee co-chair Liz McLoughlin. And, finally, while 
showing visitors around the neighborhood after a trip to the ceramic-tiled 
steps at 16th Avenue and Moraga Street, he happened onto the HGS mural 
on the Kirkham Street retaining wall—which is where he ran Paul Signor-
elli, another of the project co-chairs. 
 
Before long, Greg had purchased a tile with particular significance to a 
couple he knows: “A good friend of mine was pregnant at the time, and I 
thought that a tile on the Steps would be a wonderful gift to her newborn 
baby boy. My friend and her husband and child will have something last-
ing.”  
 
He feels that “a project like [HGS] should find support from neighbors like 
UCSF,” he says. “No one who’s seen the Steps leaves unimpressed. There’s 
a feeling of community support that has to go into it. It’s not just the 
steps—it’s what it means as a mark of the community.”  
 
While Greg continues to spread the word about the Steps, he also displays 
special excitement about the tile he has purchased on behalf of his friend’s 
baby boy: “What fun it will be for him, when he gets older, to see his tile!” 

Greg Hunter: Multiple Connections to the Steps 
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Our deep appreciation and thanks to the Friends of the Hidden Garden 
Steps for helping to transform our community one step at a time   

 
 
 

City Repairs 
 (continued from page 1) 

E-Newsletter Production: 
Newsletter Writers:  

Arlene Silverman  & Paul Signorelli      
Editors/Newsletter Layout: 
Paul Signorelli & Licia Wells                                                                            

Steps Transformation Continues 
 

 

 

 
A major transformation of the Hidden Garden Steps is happening—thanks 
to our San Francisco Department of Public Works (DPW) colleagues.  
 

The old cracked retaining wall at the top of the Steps has been completely 
replaced by a new concrete wall designed to last for decades. Concrete for 
a new landing was poured at the end of February. And a flight of steps that 
had moved out of alignment with the rest of the structure was replaced in 
early March.  
 

The photographs in the newsletter provide a brief not-quite-time-lapse 
photo sequence of the work in progress. Onsite repair work will continue 
through the end of April as part of the overall effort to prepare the site for 
installation of the 148-step ceramic-tiled mosaic currently under construc-
tion in the studios of artists Aileen Barr and Colette Crutcher. 
 

Additional photographs are available on the Hidden Garden Steps website 
at http://hiddengardensteps.org/DPW_Fixing_Steps.html/. 

 

http://hiddengardensteps.org/DPW_Fixing_Steps.html

